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PREFACE
While studying the Great Depression's impact on
the United States in a graduate se.minar, the period of

1933 and Roosevelt's New Deal programs for the unemployed
appeared to mark a major dividing point in attitude toward
public treatment of the unemployed.

Searching for a way to

investigate this idea, I began a study of Richmond, Virginia,
to determine whether Richmond's experience with unemployment
during the depression had resulted in any lasting changes
in its view of unemployment relief.

The method chosen was

a chronological study of unemployment relief in Richmond
from 1929 to 1935 to accomplish the following purposes:
to determine the severity of unemployment, to identify the
methods used by private and public agencies to relieve unemployment, to see how the New Deal was implemented in Richmond, and to identify any changes brought about by these
experiences.
Limits were set in both time and purpose because
of the magnitude of the subject.

The study began with 1929

to establish a point for comparison by evaluating Richmond•s
.attitude toward unemployment relief at the beginning of the
depression and by determining the extent of unemployment
at that
year

t~,_e

tim~.

The chronological study ended with 1935, the

Federal Government withdrew from direct aid to the

unemployed.

The scope of this paper extended beyond 1935

v

only in areas felt to be direct results of Richmond's experiences in that time span.
So many individuals, groups and agencies attempted
to aid the uiemployed that secular, charitable organizations and public agencies were.included in the study.
Church activities were excluded except as reflected by
their participation in Community Fund agencies.

No effort

was made to determine social or psychological results of
unemployment other than acceptance of unemployment relief
by the citizens as a whole, including the unemployed themselves.
Perhaps the greatest limitations were set by the
sources that were available for Jocal study.

Records

were kept in a haphazard way with the potentially valuable
material such as the files of the Richmond Department of
Welfare unavailable; various suggestions to their whereabouts included being incorporated in a land fill and
being stored in a basement.

All levels of government were

unsure of exact statistics for unemployment, especially
for 1929-1933.

Many reports in both the Virginia State

Archives and the National Archives can be assumed misplaced because of skips in the series of reports and materials available for

P~chmond

exist for some other areas.

while such gaps did not

In many sources the statis-

tics that were available were compiled for the entire state,
witb0~t

sition.

any localized breakdowns to show only Richmond's poDespite these difficulties, enough was available

